MARY L. LANDRIEU
LOUISIANA

WASHINGTON, DC 2056101804

Wnited States Senate (a
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The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chairman %

Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-C445
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairrman Genachowski:

I write to you regarding the efforts of the Federal Communications Commissgion
(FCC) to reform the Universal Service Fund (USF) and Inter-carrier compensation (ICC)
system. Like you, I support modernizing these programs, including making them njore
accountable and broadband-focused to meet the goal of providing affordable g
comparable communications service to all Americans. However, I am concerned
reform proposals outlined in the recent Notice of Proposed Rulemakmg (NPRM)
hamper both current and future investment in rural communities in Louisiana.
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As your- weH “know; thereicontinues 1. be: a-need for wireless and other advarc,
obmmumcatﬂms sérvices inrural areas of our country. 1 realrze th&t thJs is due. in p' , t
many ‘facters! including the: increased: cost of deployang, technology 10,1 these areas,
wouid hke, whera pOSSlble to: asmst compames -Iookmg to butld out servrces m ‘

rmlllons of dollars in communications networks supported not only by umversal se
but also by private investment and Federal telecommmucattons and broadband ince
programs. Recent reform proposals at the FCC include new program ' restra
benchmarks: and formulas intended to:make universal service more efficient g
implement a new Inter-carrier compensation system. I believe that any reforms must
protect existing investments, provide predictable support systems for small rural ca
and promote broadband adoptron in rural areas. .. S

-~ In closrng, I'note that the Telecommumcatlons Act of 1996 mandates that Fearjeral
and Stdte - governments:' must:- work - to advance  the. a.vatlabtltty of adv
telecommunications” services. to all consumers, tmcludmg those in. rural areas; at Thtes
which are comparablé'to rates charged.in-trban argas... The USF was estabhshed by|the
FCC to attain these.goals promised:by:the Act ‘While 1 strongly- suppor:t your effodE fo

‘achiéve’ Broadband -availability nationwide, USE.and ICC. reform must not jecpardize
eral

current invéstments or discourage: future:inwestments from the pnvate sectqr or Fg
mcentlve programs
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Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to working with
you to provide opportunities for telecommunications providers, including small rural
carriers, to continue service to rural areas throughout our country.

With warmest regards, I am

Sincerely,

Mary L. Landrieu
United States Senator




FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

JULIUS GENACHOWSK] November 17, 2011
CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Mary L. Landrieu
United States Senate

328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Landrieu:

Thank you very much for your letters regarding the Commission’s efforts to reform and
modernize the Universal Service Fund (USF) and the intercarrier compensation system (ICC).
Your thoughts and concerns were a valuable contribution to our process, and were considered as
part of the Commission’s deliberations.

On October 27, after many years of hard work on Capitol Hill, among the FCC’s
Commissioners, and by Commission staff, the Commission unanimously adopted a
comprehensive Order overhauling the broken and backward-looking USF and ICC systems for
the Internet age. By transitioning these programs to the Connect America Fund, we are
delivering on our shared national goal of universal voice and broadband service — including
universal mobile voice and broadband service — and enabling increased private sector investment
in the indispensable infrastructure of the 21* century: broadband. Importantly, our reforms are
fiscally responsible, eliminating waste and inefficiency, using market-based mechanisms to
target support where it is needed, and putting the Fund on a firm budget.

The Commission’s Order will create jobs beginning in 2012, and lay the foundation for
enduring job creation, economic growth, and U.S. global competitiveness for years to come.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Order’s “Executive Summary.”
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 | 2H STREET S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 e 202-418-1000



	1100852O1.pdf
	1100852R1

